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of the power of the Bourbons formed but a secondary motive
in the minds of the statesmen of those countries, when once
the war had commenced; they looked upon the distracted
state of France rather as affording a favourable opportunity
for crushing her influence for ever, and for extending their
own boundaries at her expense. The smaller German princes,
who had always looked to France for help and support, hated
the emigres;l and in Spain and Italy they were looked on
with disfavour as deserters from the side of the king and
queen. If this was the attitude of foreign countries during
the year 1792, when the noisy protestations of the ^migr^s
gave ground for the belief that a counter-revolution would
soon take place, and that they would soon be summoned back
in triumph to their estates, the feeling of dislike and contempt
was heightened in 1793, when it became obvious that France
would undergo any privations and would fight to the death
against all Europe rather than receive back her nobles
and her clergy, her princes and their courtiers. Their boasts
of the love entertained for them in France, were seen
to be vain, and their expectation of a speedy return to
be founded on a hopeless misunderstanding of their real
position. As deserters, and hated and powerless deserters,
they were, as a body, despised, and when, in spite of the
manifest weakness of their cause, they still indulged in the
language of lofty seorn towards the actual rulers of the country
they had abandoned, and quarrelled among themselves on
points of policy and precedence, they were treated with
neglect and regarded with contemptuous dislike.

The campaign of 1792, the victory of Valmy, the retreat of
the Prussians, the successful defence of Lille, the victory of
Jemmappes, and the conquest of Belgium by Dumouriez, broke
up the merry meetings at the courts of the ^migr6 princes at
Coblentz, and showed them that their return to France was
not to be the triumphal promenade they had expected. The
execution of Louis XVI. in reality affected the position of the
princes very slightly, and only made their return to France the
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